
“Here I am, Lord, send me” 
 

Charge Conference is at our front door. To be exact the conference is scheduled for Sunday September 9th 
6pm.  At the time of this writing the Nominating Committee has met one time. In case you are new to the 
Methodist Church or have forgotten the Nominating Committee’s job responsibility it is to prayerfully seek 
out the best people to fulfill the committee needs of the church. 
This is when the words OUR and MY are to be emphasized.  While it is God’s Church it is God who has or-
dained us with the responsibility of doing the work of the church. 
In doing work for God He does not place an age limit. God called Abraham at 90, Moses at 80 and at 12 Jesus 
gave his first public lecture in the temple. God does not require experience. Noah had no experience at boat 
building, or Peter walking on water. 
What is required is a willingness to do the will of God, the faith to take the first step and the empowering the 
Holy Spirit. 
If asked, remember the words of Isaiah who said “Here I am, Lord, send me” 
Everyone is important so just as we all need the church the church needs us. 

 

Steve 
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Health in the Bible? 

 

 
While many people may not think of health as a ministry, we are very familiar with Christ’s acts of heal-
ing and restoration to wholeness. Health ministry connects these acts of healing and restoratuion to our 
role as caring members of a congregational community.  We often talk about congregational health minis-
tries as having three parts: 

Following the scriptural directives to care for others 
Advocating for the health of others 
Acting as good stewards with our own bodies, and behaving in ways that are respectful and healthy 

 

Care for others 
In ministries of health, our work is the fulfillment of what we have been challenged to do—witness to 
others and demonstrate our willingness to care for them. Luke 10: 8-9 tell us, “Whenever you enter a 
town and its people welcome you, eat what is set before you; cure the sick who are there, and say to them 
“The Kingdom of God has come near to you.” Luke also gives us the parable of the Good Samaritan (Luke 
10: 29-37) as an example of how all of us—not only those called to clerical or leadership positions—are 
expected to reach out to help others. This is health ministry—hands on work—and specifically challenges  
us to do this kind of work not just for those who may be part of our congregation , but for all those in 
need. Churches with congregational care teams like to site the example in Mark 2: 1-12, the story of the 
four friends who bring a man who is paralyzed—the first documentation of a “care team” in action! This 
was not a passive care team, but one willing to climb on top of the house, dig through and make a hole in 
the roof  and lower their care partner to the room where Jesus was speaking. And, as we know, their 
friend reaped the benefits of their efforts and their faith.  
 

Advocate for others 
Efforts to advocate on behalf of others—assisting someone who is wrestling with a confusing health care 
system or providing hospitality by welcoming someone who might be perceived as different and outside 
the congregational comfort zone—are also supported by scripture. Hebrews 13:2 reminds us, “Do not ne-
glect to show hospitality to strangers, for by doing that some have entertained angels without knowing 
it.” 
Advocating for a cause that affects many people—such as access to basic health care-also finds its foun-
dation in scripture. Philippians 2:4-5 admonishes each to be in support of others, to use our networks and 
position to advocate for others” “Let each of you look not upon your own interests, but to the interests of 
others. Let the same mind be in you that was in Christ Jesus…” 
 

Act as good stewards 
Scripture reminds us to be good stewards of our own health in two different ways. First there is Jesus’ 
promise in John 10: 10b, “I came that they may have life, and have it abundantly,” and then the hope 
from 3 John 1:2, “Beloved, I pray that all may go walk with you and that you may be in good health, just 
as it is well with your soul.” 
Caring, compassionate work has always been a part of congregational life and community. It is truly a 
viable ministry of the church! 

 

This article was written by Pat Gunch, an associate for National Health Ministries. It is taken from the 
May-June Horizon magazine. 

 
Lynne Curvin, RN, BSN` 

SEPTEMBER 30, 2007 
 

Please keep September 30th reserved for a Sunday at White Oak when we will 
break both physical and spiritual bread together as we share in worship, praise and 

thanksgiving for 80 years of God’s blessings. Be watching for a schedule of the 
days activities. 

Mark Your Calendars 
Friday, August 17, 6:30 PM 

Senior Citizen’s Night 
Fellowship Hall 

Guest Speaker: Rev. Jim Whedbee 
(You do not have to be over 50 to attend) 

Everyone Is Welcome 
Dinner $8.75 per person 

Please make reservations by Sunday, August 12 



Kids’ For Christ Wednesday Night 
Schedule Change 
As the kids head back to school this month, we’ve made an ad-
justment to our Wednesday night schedules.  Kids for Christ 
will meet at 6:30pm and then head over the youth house at 
7:30pm for a snack supper.  We should be done between 
7:45pm-8:00pm.  You can pick your kids up at the youth house. 





UMW News 
Thanks to everyone who has brought food for the children’s weekend snack packs (for their Friday 

backpacks) distributed by the Food Bank. We will be calling them to pick 
up the first barrel and bring another. This is a worthwhile missionary 
project for our church, and we hope to fill more barrels before school be-
gins, and possibly continue if there is enough interest. For those of you 
who have not yet contributed, why not keep this in mind when you shop 
for your own groceries and pick up one or tweo cans of soup, breakfast 
bars, small eay open cans of fruit, etc., and bring them for Food Bank 

barrels. We plan to keep the barrel at one door and a smaller container at the other for your con-
venience as you come in or leave the church. All of us love children and hate to think of their be-
ing hungry on weekends when they are not getting a school lunch, so let’s help as many as we can. 

New Wednesday Schedule: 
It’s back to school time and that means a few changes in our youth group.  We 
will be welcoming a new sixth grader into our group:  RJ Ellison.  We will try 
some changes in our Wednesday schedule as well.  We will no longer have 
homework help in the library or supper in the fellowship hall.  Instead we will 
open up the youth house at 5:30 for games time.  If you have homework ques-
tions, we’ll use a room at that time to help you.  Youth worship and Bible study 
will start at 6:00.  Around 7:30 the children will come over and share a snack 

with us.  This will all begin on August 22.  
 

Youth House Spruce Up and Repairs: 
We will meet from 4:00 to 9:00 PM on Wednesday, August 8 to work on the deck, shrub trimming and 
other needs at the youth house.  Bring yard gloves and yard tools. 
 

Movie Night 
We will meet at church at 7:45 to go to the Wilderness Outdoor Movie Theater in Trenton for outdoor 
movies on August 17.  Cost will be $5 plus money for snacks (the theater no longer allows us to bring food 
in).  We will plan to watch only the first feature which begins at approximately 9:30, and we will return 
around midnight (depending on the length of the movie showing).   
 

Ultimate Reality Week-end for Senior High: 
Senior Highs, you have a chance to take the trophy from St. John UMC at this year’s Ultimate Reality 
week-end for Chattanooga and Cleveland District senior highs at Camp Lookout on Sept 7-9.  We almost 
had it last year until we had to play frisbee golf, so start practicing (although we may have different 
events this time).  Let’s see if we can take home the trophy this year—St. John says they are going to 
keep it!  We will meet at church at 11:00 PM on Friday the 7th to depart for camp.  The games begin at 
midnight.  We will return by noon on Sunday after having worship at the camp.  Cost will be $25 each.  
You will also need a Camp Lookout Medical Release form.  Sign up on the youth bulletin board, and I will 
get you the forms you need.  
 

News from Camp: 
We had a great summer camping season at Lookout this year (record attendance!).  Thanks to all those 
who provided scholarship funds to send six children to camp this year.  Also, Kris Kammerdiener was 
able to attend junior staff camp.  For all those who camped at Camp Lookout this summer (and others 
who are interested), we will have Celebration Sunday at camp on August 5.  Let Dave know if you want 
to go, and we will go after church.  I also hear that the camp will be dedicating the new bath house that 
Sunday.  That’s a celebration after two years of construction! 
 

 Camp Lookout is in the middle of a capital campaign to make some much needed and long overdue im-
provements at the camp.  Please prayerfully consider how you can help the camp over the next three 
years.  You will have an opportunity to participate in this in the near future.  
 

Young Adults 
Covered dish and movie night at the Grant house on August 25 at 6:00 PM. 

Jean Hipsher Smith 
We are pleased to welcome Jean Hipsher smith into our Church Family. Jean and 
Jim Hipsher and their son, Bobby, and daughter, Cathy, were active members of 
W.O.U.M. Then, Jim became president of Hamilton National Bank in Morristown, 
TN and they transferred there in 1974. Jim died suddenly in 1975. Jean and her 
children remained there for three years while they completed school then returned to 
Chattanooga. We were blessed to again have them at W.O.U.M. 
When Jean and Rev. Robert Smith were married they became members of First Cen-
tenary U.M. where Robert had attended at a child. Robert died last year after an ex-
tended illness.  
Jean not only has Bobby and Cathy, she will proudly tell you about her three grand-
children and one great grandson. 
The Highlander Class and all of our Church Family say, “Welcome home, Jean.” 
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  2   Victoria Brown 
  6   Ann Bailey 
  6   Steve Parker 
  7   Marjorie Lyle 
  7   Carolynn Moon 
  8   Ronnie Moore 
  9   Laura Burgess 
  9   Deanna Jarrell 
10   Freddie Shirley 
11   Maureen Hall 
13   Jessica Hicks 
13   Cameron Easterly 
13   Nick Thomas 
17   Jeff Brown 
19   Terri Wyatt 
19   Jerrie Gaither 
20   Mary Hudson 
21   Sandy Cunningham 
22   Brad Slockbower 
27   Blake Easterly 
28   Ed Hill 
29   Tony Burgess 
29   Celia Hill 

 

Anniversaries 
 

  3   George & Terry Farr 
19   John & Linda Farr 
21   David & LeeAnn Adams 

  5 Evelyn Ellison 
  5 Maxine Fink 
  6 Louise Jollay 
  9 Peggy Greever 
  9 Gene Prince 
10 Chris Skidmore 
11 Tavie Sanders 
11 Evan Slockbower 
13 Charlotte Lasater 
13 Eddie Underwood 
15 Sharon Edmiston 
16 Margie Grant 
17 Chrystal Rudd 
18 Aaron Ambotis 
18 David Kammerdiener 
21 Nikita Boyd 
24 Mundy Moore 
25 Barbara (Wyatt) Evans 
25 Jim Wyatt 
27 John Green 
27 Katie Quinn 
29 Jessica Brown 
29 Belinda Combs 

Anniversaries 
 

2 Paul & Pat Gaither 
5 Zig & Ruth Zimny 


